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Message from the Vice Chancellor

It is my great pleasure to give this message to mark the occasion of
the silver jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of Applied Science of
the University of Vavuniya to be held on 2rd November 2022.

The Faculty of Applied Science of the University of Vavuniya has
made remarkable contributions to science discipline of the country
since 01st April 1997. The Faculty of Applied Science produce
higher quality graduates and it is proofed via past students of this
faculty perform and higher positions in nationally and
internationally.

The faculty initially run its academic programme at the
KurumanKadu and It is the faculty shifted to Pambaimadu in 2017. It has two departments and
conduct applied oriented and potential degree programme too. The faculty now enrolled around
thousand students who come from various parts of the country.

I appreciate and commend the academic and non-academic staff for their unstinted support in
conducting the academic programme of the faculty in an exemplary the silver jubilee celebration.

I extend my wishes to the Silver Jubilee Celebration committee, dean and staff of the faculty and
wishes it well in its continued service to the higher education of the country.

Prof. T. Mangaleswaran

Vice Chancellor
University of Vavuniya
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Message from the Dean

It gives me immense pleasure with pride to write this blessing
message for the Silver Jubilee of the Faculty of Applied Science
(FAS), University of Vavuniya. The FAS was established in 1997 as
one of the faculties of the Vavuniya Campus of the University of
Jaffna which was newly established as an independent university
in 2021, The Faculty has two departments: Bio-science and Physical
science, both of which offer four-year honours degree programs and
three-year general degree programs.

FAS is located in Pampaimadu, Vavuniya, surrounded by forest,
tank and rice fields with nature. FAS offers a flexible, friendly, and
favourable internal environment that allows for effective teaching,
learning, and research as well as involve the students to sports,
recreational, religious, cultural and civic engagement with the
support of centres and units of UOV.

Faculty traversed the 25 years of journey with marked milestones. Faculty incubates the students
and releases them as adult butterflies with well-developed skills and attitudes. Faculty produced
nearly 20 batches of graduates. I appreciate the main pillars of the faculty, academic,
nonacademic, and administrative staff and students to join hands for the achievements and
celebration of 25 years of survival with fragrance.

We must look after the way we passed with achievements and the way to travel forward with
accomplishments. We should be aware of excellence in research and development and innovative
practices and improvement of social and economic well-being of the people as well as produce
the smart socially responsible employable graduates.

I appreciate the team that organised this silver jubilee event and launched the Silver Jubilee
Souvenir.

I am delighted to extend my warmest greetings and congratulations to the faculty of Applied
Science to raise further to reach the target.

Dr. J. Nimalan

Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science
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Message from the Head, Department of Bio

Science

Department of Bio-Science (DBS) is one of the two departments of the
Faculty of Applied Science that is completing 25 years of satisfied
service to the nation. The first batch of Applied science students came
in 1998 and DBS had only three students. And then in the second batch,
there were only five. Today, there are over 60 students per batch. So
far, the department has produced over 500 environmentalists to the
nation.

Who is an environmentalist? Jane Goodall is an environmentalist, a
very young girl in her nineteens who entered Gombe Stream National
Park in Tanzania in 1960 alone with her cameramen to study the
behaviour of our closest living animal relatives, the chimpanzees. She studied them for over thirty
years, and transformed the way we think about them and redefine who humans is.
Environmentalists not only study animals and other organisms but their scopes are rather wide.
Mark Joseph Carney is also an environmentalist. Once he was the Governor of the Bank of Canada
the Bank of England. He asked investors around the world to pay more attention to the financial
risks of climate change concerning bigger storms, floods, and forest fires and how these events
are going to cost the companies they have invested in. In what companies should they be
investing to reduce those risks? How are we going to build low-carbon economies in the next
decades?

Mark and Jane come from very different backgrounds. And that’s the way it should be. The hard

work of environmental progress needs people from all walks of life to speak up. People in our
governments have to pass important environmental laws, and protesters have played an
important role in pushing the government to pass the laws. Because, we are not just affecting our
own backyard anymore but rather we are changing entire global systems like climate and the
biodiversity that threatens humanity regardless of our profession whether we are doctors,
engineers, economists, entrepreneurs and so.

The environmentalists that we produced, as expected, are employed in various sectors.
Nevertheless, their role has to be more active than ever before. It is them who are going to save
the doctors, engineers, economists, entrepreneurs, and so on. Our department is bound to
produce appropriate environmentalists to face the current challenges and play a more active role
to engage in all sectors and hand over a habitable world to the next generation.

Dr. S. Wijeyamohan

Head,
Department of Bio Science.
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Message from the Head, Department of
Physical Science

I am honoured to write a message on behalf of the Department of
Physical Science on the event of the silver jubilee celebration of the
Faculty of Applied Science. Bio Science and Physical Science
departments celebrate their silver jubilee with the Faculty of Applied
Science. Together we have travelled to this stage with many
difficulties and dedication. Foremost I sincerely pay my gratitude to
all the former heads of the department and the former Deans. My
journey with the faculty started as an undergraduate student in 2006.
Like all other graduates of the faculty, I am obliged to the Faculty of
Applied Science in many ways. The physical science department has
privilege serving the entire university with IT infrastructure facilities
from the beginning. We are the pioneers in developing and using tailor-made Student
Information System, Virtual Learning Environments, and developed systems on demand.
Alumni is our major strength. Our alumni's employment rate is much higher than other state
university faculties offering similar degree programs. We have more than 30 of our alumni
serving as academic staff in all the state universities. Our entrepreneur alumni are offering job
training and opportunities to our undergraduates.

We are proud to remember that we nurtured the Faculty of Technological Studies. It was under
the Department of Physical Science and became a faculty in 2019. Although our department is the
largest, the quality is maintained as we have a dedicated staff community. We are a single
department offering two-degree programs, BSc in Applied Mathematics and Computing, and BSc
in IT, and Two honours degree programs BSc Honours in Computer Science, and BSc Honours
in IT. We are in the process of bifurcating our department as the Department of Computer Science
and IT, and Department of Mathematics and Statistics. We believe the bifurcation will take place
in the silver jubilee year. Once again, I from the bottom of my heart, I thank all the staff members
who brought the faculty to this level and all the staff who are working towards the development
of the faculty, and I wish all the best to the FAS community.

Dr. S. Kirushanth

Head,
Department of Physical Science.
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A brief history of Faculty of Applied Science

This year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Faculty of Applied Science (FAS). This is a
glorious and proud moment to braze. The Faculty of Applied Science is yet another conglomeration
of professional disciplines that include Applied Mathematics and Computing, Environmental
Science, and Information Technology. These three disciplines share a common goal: to explore,
establish, and apply the knowledge, to provide unfaltering leading education, and to champion a
society of accountable professionals committed towards serving a flourishing, sustainable, and
prosperous society. This Faculty is dedicated to achieve its main goal of producing quality graduates
with educational and vocational skills, who would meet the challenges posed by the national
and global scientific developments using the primary strategies of creating a system for producing
skilled graduates having social exposure in the field of applied sciences.

The faculty, consisting of professionals with various disciplines, have been involved in teaching
and learning, research and community outreach activities over the last twenty-five years. Hence,
the graduates produced by this faculty are capable to work and adapt themselves in a diverse
environment. The graduates of this faculty work in various sectors including industries, public and
private institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations, motivate the successors and the
community. Furthermore, the faculty proudly recognizes the contributions of its graduates and
undergraduates’ contributions for the upliftment of the society over the last 25 years have been
significant and memorable.

Vision and Mission

In accordance with the vision of the University of Vavuniya, the Faculty of Applied Sciences aspires
it’s vision as ““To be the centre of excellence in the provision of technologically advanced and
appropriate applied science education”. As per the vision, the Faculty of Applied Science has
developed its own unique motto or slogan as: ‘State of the art technological education for applied
thinkers, and dynamic personalities - which provides a cutting-edge advantage to survive and excel
in the dynamic and competitive job market’. The Mission of the Faculty of Applied Science is: ‘To
become the leader in advancing knowledge and skills in applied science and in evolving into a good
academic-corporate citizen contributing to the sustainable development of the region and country’

From the Window of History

Reciting the history of the Faculty of Applied Science at its every inch is worthwhile though it’s a
challenging task. Vavuniya Campus originated from Northern Province Affiliated University
College (NPAUC) which was established in 1991. NPAUC had a Mathematical Science Unit and
Accountancy and Finance unit which offered two-year diploma programs in Mathematical Science
and Accountancy and Finance Respectively. Thereafter in 1997, Vavuniya Campus of the University
of Jaffna was established as per the order made under Section 22 of the Universities Act No. 16 of
1978 with two faculties namely Faculty of Applied Science (FAS) and Faculty of Business Studies
(FBS). Initially the FAS was located at Kurumankadu premises in the temporary buildings with very
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limited space in a very small compound with two departments named as Department of Bio-science
and Department of Physical Science. Initially the FAS introduced three-year degree programs as
Bachelor of Science in Applied Mathematics and Computing, and Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science. The students enrolled for diploma programs in Mathematical Science were
offered an opportunity to obtain Bachelor's' degree in Mathematics and computing by extending
their study period by an additional year with necessary course units.

Dr. A. Srikrishnaraj was appointed as the first Dean of the FAS in 1997 while
Late Mrs. Puvaneswary Logathan as the first Head, Department of Bio-science
and Mr. Selvarajan as the first Head, Department of Physical Science. They are
instrumental in establishing the faculty, departments and the curriculum of the
three-year Bachelors' degree program in Environmental Science and in Applied
Mathematics and Computing with the available facilities at Kurumankadu
premises. Though the departments had very limited space, they successfully
established a computer laboratory at Kurumankadu premises and
Environmental Chemistry Laboratory and Environmental Biology Laboratory

£

. .. . . . . . Dr.S.S‘:r' Krishnaraj
at the main administrative block premises at Park road, Vavuniya putting their 1ggla - 2004 J

utmost effort. All of their initiations were materialised with the support of the
Vice-Chancellor Prof. P. Balasundrampillai and with the Rector Prof. N. Balakrishnan

During his period, with the continuous effort put forward by him and the Heads, the approval
from the Senate and the Council of University of Jaffna was obtained to offer the same bachelors’
degree programs as four-year degree programs which were the extended degree programs (3+1).
The four-year bachelor's degree had been offered for the students enrolled in the academic
year 2002/2003 where 2001/2002 and 2002/2003 batches were merged as one and it was
continued in the subsequent years as well. Furthermore, he tried to get hostel accommodation for
the students who were from all over the Island. At this juncture, it should be noted that all these
efforts put in for the establishment of the faculty during the country’s turmoil / unrest situation
which gave a lot of challenges to all those who worked very hard with much commitments.

Dr.S Kanaganathan Dr. S. Kanaganathan was elected as the Dean of FAS in 2004. He took the
2004 - 2007

initiative to offer a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, a four-year
degree by extending the three-year degree program of the existing
curriculum of Applied Mathematics and Computing. In 2005, the revised
curriculum for Bachelor of Science in Computer Science (four-year special
degree program) was approved. Moreover, he worked so hard to establish a
computer laboratory to do practical sessions for these undergraduates at the
main campus at Park road, Vavuniya in 2005 and later, it was named as “BICT
lab” in 2006. In the same year, Prof. C. Rajendra was appointed as Senior
Lecturer to the Department of Physical Science and worked as Head of the
Department of Physical Science. Dr. S. Kanaganathan and the Prof. C. Rajendra
jointly introduced and developed the curriculum for a new degree program of Bachelor of
Information and Communication Technology, a three-year degree program and the extended four-
degree program (3+1) of Bachelor of Information and Communication Technology (special). Though

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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the intake to this degree program was through a separate window and advertised under a separate
column in the UGC handbook, it was offered by the Department of Physical Science at the Vavuniya
Campus of the University of Jaffna for easy facilitation and administration. With the commencement
of offering this degree program there was a drastic increase in the number of students admitted to
the Faculty of Applied Science. It should be noted here that the students qualified in any of the four
streams in G.C.E (A/L) such as Arts, Biology, Commerce and Mathematics are eligible to enter into
this program provided that the student satisfied the criteria prescribed in

addition to qualifying the aptitude test conducted by the Vavuniya Campus of § i {

the University of Jaffna. “ '
-

Prof. C. Rajendra was elected as Dean in 2007. He provided much strength to
the faculty and its degree programs by enhancing the server room and
network facilities at the campus. With the concerted effort made by Prof. C.
Rajendra and by Prof. S. Rajadurai who was the Rector of the campus at that
time, a website for Vavuniya Campus and webmail systems were launched in
2008. In the meantime, he submitted the proposal for the Faculty of Applied
Science administrative block (the building that the office of the Dean, Offices D’-lecob";-z%{)%”dra
of the Heads of Departments and academic staff are occupying at present).

MR Kibansean Mr. S. Kuhanesan was elected as Dean in 2009. He faced a lot of challenges in

2009 - 2012 managing a large number of undergraduates with limited space at
Kurumankadu premises. He worked hard in finding temporary buildings at
Inner Circular Road and Vairavarkovil Road, Vairavapuliyankulam, Vavuniya
to conduct teaching and learning activities for the undergraduates. During his
tenure, he put much effort into establishing the self-access learning centre at
Kurumankadu premises for the undergraduates at the faculty for self-
learning. The undergraduates can access it throughout the day and night. In
2009 the subject review team visited the site of the
Faculty of Applied Science and provided their
comments for the two departments and the degree
programs offered. These comments were the basis to improve our quality of
the degree programs in various ways.

Dr. S. Krishnakumar was elected as Dean in 2012. He took initiative to
establish Computer Laboratories for the ICT degree program. He was
involved in curriculum revision for the AMC degree program which was
extended to Computer Science special degree program. He left the faculty in

2013 to accept an academic position at Open University, Sri Lanka. Dr.S,zlgi;ﬁggr:mar

Mr. S. Kuhanesan was again elected as Dean in 2013 and he served for the faculty until 2019. During
his period, he took initiative to offer a new the degree program Bachelor of Information
Communication Technology for the students who follow Technology stream at G.C.E (A/L) which
was introduced by the Government in 2016 for the purpose of reducing the number of students
following Arts stream in G.C.E (A/L). Initially this degree program was offered by the Faculty of
Applied Science under a unit called Technology stream coordinated by Mr. S. S. Suthaharan from
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2017 to 2020. In the meantime, there were two building complexes, each for the Department of
Bio-science and the Department of Physical Science were constructed. Unfortunately, the fund
allocation was only adequate for the completion of the building with two floors consisting of three
laboratories and two lecture halls allotted for the Department of Bio-science and only one floor
consisting of two laboratories and one lecture hall alloted for Department of Physical Science.

Mr.K.Kuhanesan In 2017, as per UGC circular, the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) was
2013 - 2019

established under the Centre for Quality Assurance (CQA) at University level.
IQAC has been taking part in implementing best practices at the faculty. To
improve the quality of teaching, Mr. S. Kuhanesan motivated the staff to shift
to Pampaimadu for conducting the academic sessions with very limited
infrastructure facilities available at that time, as Pampaimadu is the
permanent location for the University of Vavuniya. Meanwhile, under the
headship of Dr. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran a stakeholder meeting inviting
academic experts with various disciplines, industrialists, Employers and
Alumni, was conducted to revise the curriculum in Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science, a three-year degree program and Bachelor of Science (special) in
Environmental Science, a four-year degree program as Bachelor of Science (Honours) in
Environmental Science a four-year honours degree. In 2018, under the headship of Dr. T.
Ketheesan, the curriculum for AMC and ICT were revised after conducting several stakeholder
meetings. In addition to that, steps were taken to change the BICT degree into BSc in IT as a three-
year degree and BSc (Hons) in IT as a four-year degree program. To facilitate the students to carry
out the computer practical sessions, a new advanced laboratory was opened in Pampaimadu.
Moreover, for the first time, there was an agreement signed with Cisco to be a Cisco Networking
Academic Centre and organised a course on “Introduction to Internet of Things (IoT)” and a
Management Information System (MIS) was introduced at the department level. To improve the
quality of teaching and learning activities the academic staff of the Faculty of Applied Science
submitted the proposal for AHEAD ELTA-ELSE competitive grant in 2018 and the faculty won LKR
120 million in 2019. In the meantime, the Department of Bio-science won the same AHEAD ELTA-
ELSE competitive grant of LKR 18 million. These AHEAD grants really enhance the quality of the
graduates through various activities and also strengthen the learning environment and laboratory
equipment and field level activities. The group of academic staff members who developed the
proposal, Project Coordinators and the Activity Coordinators are needed to be appreciated.

The concept notes for the establishment of the Faculty of Environmental Science originated at the
Department meeting of Bio-science held in 2018 under the headship of Dr. (Ms). ]J. Nimalan.
The concept note was developed by Dr. (Ms). Sukanyah Devaisy with the support of the team of
academic staff members of Department of Bio-science.

Prof. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran was elected as Dean in 2019. She served for the faculty until June
2022. During this period, in 2019, the ground floor for the Department of Physical Science was
completed and the academic activities were shifted to Pampaimadu from Inner circular road
premises. The Department of Bio-Science shifted in 2020 after completion of the Environmental
Biology, Environmental Chemistry and Environmental Informatics laboratories. It is appropriate to
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note here that the chemical waste discharged from the Environmental Chemistry laboratory was
directed through an eco-friendly phytoremediation unit behind the laboratory. This is the first
chemistry laboratory in the country taking care and concern of environmental pollution, especially
land and groundwater pollution. During this time, a new faculty, Faculty of Technological Studies
was established in 2020. At this juncture it should be proudly noted that the selected four academic
staff members of Faculty of Applied Science developed the proposal for the Faculty of Technological
Studies and submitted for the necessary approval through the proper channel. Mr. S. Kuhanesan
put a lot of effort in developing the infrastructure facilities of the Faculty of Technological Studies.
The degree BSc in ICT offered by the Technology stream of the Faculty of Applied Science was
changed to the Department of Information and Communication Technology of the Faculty of
Technological Studies.

From March 2020 onwards with the COVID-pandemic, it was very challenging
to conduct the academic sessions. Then gradually the academic staff learned
to adapt themselves to conduct the academic activities using online platforms.
The end semester exams for the three-degree programs were conducted using
an online platform successfully with the fullest support of Dr. S. Kirushanth,
Head, Dept of Physical Science and all other Academic staff members. At this
juncture, the contribution from Asst. Registrar Ms. Anusiga Gajeendran should
be well appreciated. The academic sessions conducted using an online J§ '
platform saves the time of all the undergraduates and the batches graduated v S RTIN

on time without much delay. Furthermore, Prof. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran Prof.A.zr\(J)?gfhz%;gmaran
took initiative to conduct the Faculty Annual Research Session (FARS) in

2020. The first FARS 2020 was successfully conducted in October 2020 during the COVID pandemic
situation with the untiring support of the academic members of the faculty. Since then the FARS
has been conducted every year with the updated themes. This compliments the involvement of the
academic staff in research which is an essential component in University education. Further, the
academic staff work on releasing a faculty journal with two issues per year and successfully released
the first issue of Vavuniya Journal of Science in August 2022.

During this period, the effort was made by her with the fullest support of Dr. T. Kokul, Senior
Lecturer to develop a building proposal for an IT unit and to submit Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) based on their advertisement. No response from Korea has been
obtained so far. Another proposal was submitted for semi-permanent two storey Lecture halls for
the Faculty of Applied Science. This building has been awarded to the Building Department Central
Government. The World bank agreed to fund these semi-permanent lecture halls as we agreed to
take additional students for this faculty. It should be noted that, the proposal for the first floor of
the Department of Physical Science was developed by Mr. S. Thirukumaran during his headship
period and was obtained necessary approval from National Planning Department through the
proper channel was later requested by Indian High Commission for the funding and they showed
green signal. One more proposal for the Faculty Administrative Block developed with the full
support of Dr. M. Kayanan was submitted for the necessary approval.
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In June 2020 the faculty of Applied Science submitted three Self Evaluation Reports for the three-
degree programs separately for the external program review organised and conducted by Quality
Assurance Cell (QAC) UGC. The program review was completed with the site visit for the
Environmental Science degree program on 16th September 2022. However, the result is still
pending. The other two review programs are supposed to be completed before the end of this year.
All these delays are due to the COVID pandemic situation.

It should be mentioned that, In 2019, Prof. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran initiated the development of
the curriculum for the course unit on ‘Metrology’ with three credits for the undergraduates
following the degree program in Environmental Science at Department of Bioscience, Faculty of
Applied Science. The curriculum for this course unit was developed in collaboration with the
Department of Measurement Units Standards & Services (MUSSD), Sri Lanka. The International
Senior Consultant Dr. Ulrike gave fullest support by facilitating several dialogues with the Faculty
of Applied Science and MUSSD. The curriculum has already been approved by the Senate and the
Council of the University of Vavuniya. The MUSSD is the National Metrology Institute of Sri Lanka
and are the specialist in this subject area, the staff of the same would offer the theory and practical
sessions for two years. And MUSSD would provide training for two academic staff members
attached to the Faculty of Applied Science. PTB (Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt) National
Metrology Institute of Germany facilitates the above by giving financial support to MUSSD through
the project titled “Strengthening Quality Infrastructure in Sri Lanka” for delivering lectures and
practical sessions at the University of Vavuniya. In connection with this, A team of five members
working for PTB (existing Project coordinator, incoming Project Coordinator, International Senior
Consultant, National Senior Consultant, and Consultant (NCP) visited the University of Vavuniya on
7th September 2022 to inaugurate this session. The course unit is currently offered to the Fourth
year Environmental Science undergraduates. This would be a good opportunity for them to be the
first set of graduates with the knowledge in metrology. No other universities in Sri Lanka offer this
course unit.

Dr.J Nimatan Further, the National Senior Consultant presented the certificate course on
2022 - Present ‘safe food handling’ which will be offered by the Department of Bio-science
and a short course on ‘Python Essentials’ will be offered by Department of
Physical Science, Faculty of Applied Science, University of Vavuniya in near
future.

Dr. (Ms). J. Nimalan was appointed as Dean in 2022. Since her commencement
of term, a proposal for the new student club Ecotourism has been submitted
by the Department of Bio Science and it is approved by the faculty board.
Further, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed with Blue lotus
(pvt) Itd.
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Messages from Former deans

MESSAGE

It is with a deep sense of happiness that I write this message of greetings and best wishes for the
Silver Jubilee celebration of the University of Vavuniya. While in Canada, I have heard about the
upgrade of the Vavuniya Campus of the University of Jaffna to University of Vavuniya. I take
this opportunity to thank all of the dedicated Staff, for their marvellous contribution to this
change!

Investment in education yields a tremendous return. Over the years, the Faculty of Applied
Sciences has produced men and women of academic excellence, who are proud citizens, all over
the world. I have no doubt that all the staff will join hands to further enrich the education and
continue to grow in its success to make the University of Vavuniya second to none.

The staff in the faculty, since the beginning, have made every effort to improve the quality of the
education. I carry fond memories of my time at Vavuniya campus, wherein my colleagues and I
worked hard to create the curriculum for the Faculty of Applied Sciences. I feel very privileged
to have been involved in that process!

I take this opportunity to say that anything is possible if we are willing to work hard and work
together. Wishing you all great success in your future endeavours!

Dr. S. Sri Krishnaraj

Former Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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SILVER JUBILEE MESSAGE

[ am very glad to send this message.

From the inspection of the Vavuniya Campus of the University of Jaffna I closely worked with
the former Rectors: Prof. N. Balakrisnan, Prof. S. Mohanadas, Prof (Ms)R. Maheswaran, Prof. S.
Rajadurai, Prof. R. Nanthakumar and made tremendous progress in the field of Computer science
and Mathematics.

In the year 2021, Vavuniya Campus is elevated to University status with more faculties and
departments.

My heartiest congratulations to the Faculty of Applied Science, University of Vavuniya for
achievement made over 25 years and the Silver jubilee celebrations.

Dr. S. Kanaganathan,

Former Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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MESSAGE

I offer my warmest greetings to the Faculty of Applied Science of the University of Vavuniya, Sri
Lanka, on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Celebration. I appreciate the vital role that the Faculty
of Applied Science plays in transforming the higher education scenario in Sri Lanka.

In fact, it is a time to reminisce about the challenges faced and overcome since its inception to be
in this position today. With its commitment to excellence, I am confident that the Faculty of
Applied Science will reach greater heights in the future in imparting quality education for higher
studies.

University is not only for producing degree and certificate holders, but also for empowering
young minds to become responsible citizens, problem solvers, and leaders in society. Challenges
will be plentiful, but the same can be overcome through the collective effort of stakeholders.

I urge everyone to continue working with zeal and commitment while keeping in mind the
mission and vision of the Faculty and, at large, the University.

I wish all members of the faculty and students the best of luck in their endeavours and pray that
the Faculty of Applied Science continues to provide integrated education to facilitate and foster
all-round development.

God Bless You All!
Prof. J. C. N. Rajendra

Senior Professor in Physics
The Open University of Sri Lanka

(Former Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science)
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MESSAGE

With great pleasure I write these few lines to honour the 25th Anniversary of the Faculty of
Applied Science (FAS) at Vavuniya University. I am expressing my congratulations and best
wishes for bringing out a Souvenir on the forthcoming surplus of fun-filled celebrations. The FAS
has successfully traversed several miles like the proverb “a journey of a thousand miles begins
with a single step”. It has marked momentous histories and left behind significant landmarks. In
1997, this faculty was formed by upgrading Northern Province Affiliated College (NPUAC) as a
Vavuniya Campus of the University of Jaffna. At that time, we faced many challenges in
developing this faculty due to the pessimistic political situation, limited human resources,
infrastructure facilities and limited management power to the campus administration.

A Silver Jubilee is an appropriate time to revisit the history of the faculty, appreciate all the
contributors, celebrate its exuberance, and proclaim FAS’ vitality. At this juncture, I am happy
and proud to state that majority of the faculty board members are from the FAS. It shows that
this faculty has produced students branded with quality and merit. I wish FAS’s reputation will
spread through the universal level while bringing achievements and adding magnificence to the
faculty and the university.

Congratulations to the management and the faculty board members for their exhausting efforts
in taking the faculty towards greater heights of quality without compromise.

Dr. S. Krishnakumar

Former Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

I'am delighted to extend my warmest greetings and congratulations to all members of the Faculty
of Applied Science for the celebrations of Silver Jubilee Anniversary. The 25th Anniversary in
2022 marks an important milestone and that offers a wonderful opportunity to celebrate fantastic
achievements and continued success from the humble beginning in 1997. Today, our faculty plays
a significant role not only in providing state-of-the-art curriculum, but also, we have been
engaged actively in research and other scholarly activities. Our faculty is at the forefront in the
contemporary advancement of knowledge in Computing in dynamic environment and nurturing
outstanding employable graduates. Our faculty has an excellent track record of academic results
and placement of students in prestigious positions.

On my experience during my tenure as an acting Dean (Mar - Jun, 2019) and as a covering-up
Dean (Sep - Oct, 2020) of the Faculty of Applied Science, as a Head of the Department of Physical
Science (May 2018 - June 2021), and working as a faculty member over 15 years since 2007, I can
assure that we have been following many of the best practices to strengthen the teaching and
learning process and focusing on the quality of education and research for the improvement
towards excellence.

Hence, the 25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee celebrations will acknowledge academicians, general
staff and students for the excellent achievements and at the same time appreciate our stakeholders
for their continuous support throughout our journey. We look forward the strong support from
the leadership is required for continued development of the faculty and the departments for the
initiatives.

This is our curtain raising ceremony. Congratulations on this significant achievement. Let us
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Silver Jubilee in the spirit of togetherness and camaraderie.

Mr. S. Thirukumaran,

Senior Lecturer, Gr. 1.
Former Acting Dean,
Faculty of Applied Science
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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure in writing this message for the occasion of the silver jubilee
celebration of the Faculty of Applied Science to mark its 25 years completion in the year 2022.
This faculty has been producing graduates in the disciplines of Applied Mathematics and
Computing/ Computer Science, Environmental Science and Information and Communication
Technology/ Information Technology with general and honours degrees at the bachelor’s level.
I am proud to mention that this faculty can produce graduates to fulfil the needs of academic
institutions, industries, the private sector and the public sector and our Graduates’ talents are
well acknowledged by the academic society and by employers.

I am delighted to see the contributions from the students and from the staff towards this silver

jubilee celebration and organising the Faculty Annual Research Session (FARS2022) under the
theme of “A Gateway towards Modern Science” at their utmost capacity. It would be an
appropriate platform to discuss the recent developments in the fields of Agriculture,
Environment, Information Technology, Mathematics and Statistics.

I congratulate all the faculty members who have contributed and dedicated their time and hard
work, since 1997, to the development of this faculty to reach this level.

I appreciate the hard work of the members of the faculty to make these events successful.

Good luck

Prof. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran

Former dean,
Faculty of Applied Science
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FAS at a glance...
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Students details
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Staff details
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FAS Benchmarks

Degree Programs

BICT [3 Yrs]
8Sc.inlCT [4Yrs]
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Stone layed for
establishing
buildings of DPS &

DBS at Pambaimadu

°
L
Formation of ICTCS
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was formed
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Our Identity — Past to Present
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Department of Bio Science

The Department of Bio-science is one of the departments in the Faculty of Applied Science,
established in 1997. The Department of Bioscience offers the bachelor's degree program in
Environmental Science. The curriculum includes various courses in Environmental Science and Bio-
science with multidisciplinary nature emphasising the fields of technological importance.

The major objective of the department is to train the undergraduates to suit the latest trends in the
industry, research and development of the national economy through coursework, practical
sessions and research projects pertaining towards solving environmental issues. Graduates of this
degree Program mostly employed in academia, administrative executives in governmental and non-
governmental organisations, and as researchers in various disciplines.

This department is equipped with three laboratories to provide the students a wide range
of practical knowledge and skills. Environmental Biology Laboratory (EBL) is furnished with a
variety of apparatus to carry out the environmental biology-focused practical sessions, and
Environmental Information System Laboratory (EISL) is accessible to the students to familiarise
with computer based environmental informatics. Environmental Chemistry Laboratory (ECL) with
analytical equipment facilitated the students to conduct the environmental chemistry, analytical
chemistry practical experiments during the theoretical sessions and for the research work in their
fourth year.

The academic staff of the Department of Bioscience encourage and motivate the students to
involve in creating awareness of environmental issues to the community, assisting e waste
collection either collaborating with the health sector, Central Environmental Authority and with the
educational sector or independently with the support of the University. In order to strengthen the
students' practical knowledge at the field level, a number of educational trips were organised to
allow the students to engage with the community and learn more about the environment and the
issues. In addition, the department promotes eco-tourism, a newly developed curriculum that
allows students to simultaneously pursue their degree programme while gaining more experience
studying the forest and tourism.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Recent activities of Department of Bio Science

Field visit to nearby areas of Vavuniya and raising awareness to the community related to the
environmental problems.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Department of Physical Science

The Department of Physical Science of Vavuniya Campus came into existence with the
commencement of the Faculty of Applied Science in 1997. Initially, the department offered a degree
program named Applied Mathematics and Computing. Then the Information and Communication
Technology Degree program was introduced in 2006 for all streams of the advanced level students.

The Applied Mathematics and Computing Degree program was also revised and the three-year
degree program named as Applied Mathematics and Computing and four-year degree program
named as Computer Science. The major commitment of the department is to provide up-to-date
knowledge in Mathematics and Statistics, Computer Science, and Information Technology to
undergraduate students through course work, practical classes, industrial training, and research
projects.

The Information and Communication Technology program was revised as Information Technology
degree program in 2018 as decided by UGC, where the designator of the Information
Communication Technology is assigned to Technology faculty degree program which is newly
introduced for Technology stream students. The department has been offering Bachelor of Science
in Applied Mathematics and Computing, Bachelor of Science Honors in Computer Science, Bachelor
of Science in Information Technology, and Bachelor of Science Honors in Information Technology
from the academic year 2017/18 onwards based on the curriculum revision in 2018.

To equip students with cutting-edge technology, the department provides four teaching
laboratories for the program's practical sessions: The Information Communication Technology Lab
(ICTL), the Computer Science Lab (CL I), the Information Technology Lab (CL II), and the Physical
Science Electronic Lab (PSEL). Additionally, there are research labs available for various research
field activities, including the Manuscript Writing Lab, Embedded Systems Lab, High Performance
Computer Lab, and Computer Vision Lab.
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Recent activities of Department of Physical

Science

Various industry and research-based workshops conducted targeting third- and fourth-year students.
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Faculty Quality Assurance Cell (FQAC)

FQAC shall design action plans and implementation mechanisms to ensure that the Quality
principles (Best practices) are actually practised by the Faculty. The ‘‘best practices” are dynamic
and continuous. They are the result of identification,
experimentation, reflection, feedback and
innovation based on experience. Best
practices are amenable to documentation

and have the potential for replication;
they are transparent, accountable,
affordable and accessible to both staff
and students, and add value to an
institution. They are contextual and
influenced by many factors. Best
Practices show the path to success
through continuous improvement leading
to the benchmark of excellence.

Program Review for Department of Bio Science

Industry and interaction cell

The primary method by which the faculty of applied science engages with industry is through its
Industry Interaction Cell. Through the departments of the Faculty of Applied Science, the cell
facilitates consultations and provides testing and analytical services. Additionally, it works with
businesses to do research, transfer
technologies, commercialize, and train
students.

According to popular belief, the country's
progress is fueled by strong connections
between university and industry. The cell is
| dedicated to strengthening connections
//’ between the applied science faculty and

outside partners. It encourages teamwork in
research and projects so that the highly skilled
research staff of the Faculty of Applied Science
can be used to solve practical issues.

e —

Industrial Visit to Nuraicholai by 2014 batch Bio Science students
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Well-being Cell

The Well-Being Cell provides free and private counselling and psychological help in a safe
environment to all FAS students and staff. This cell has highly experienced counsellors who are
used to assisting people from many backgrounds and cultures with a wide range of challenges. It
also offers special assistance to people suffering with behavioural concerns.

The goal of the counselling services is to give everyone at FAS timely psychological support in order
to help them understand and gain insight into any difficulties or challenges they may be facing. This
will also help them build emotional resilience, which will help them reach their full academic and
personal potential.

Career guidance unit

The FAS career advising section offers individuals the opportunity to realise their full potential,
advance their professions, influence the future, and make a positive impact on all facets of life.
Additionally, it teaches students how to recognise their competencies, help them plan the best
courses of study, training, and careers, and develop crucial skills that will help them advance
personally and professionally as well as economically and socially for their families, communities,
and country.

Self-Access Learning Centre (SALC)

The purpose of SALC is to offer a location with computers and internet access for independent
study. Up until 2017, when FAS operated mostly in Kurumankadu, this was initially set up in
Kurumankadu premises. Students had unrestricted access to this at all times, and internet access
was made available to them as additional support for independent study. Later, when students were
accommodated in Pampaimadu, SALC was moved close to the hostel.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Our resources — Then and Now
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Physical Science Laboratories
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Felicitation

Professor. (Ms). A. Nanthakumaran.

Felicitation message

It is my privilege to present this message to honour Prof. (Ms.) A. Nanthakumaran, the most
senior extraordinary academic who inspired and moulded her students and the junior academics
in the right direction.

Madam, you as the real talented academic, the blend of commitment, diligent work and extreme
devotion has finally paid off with the achievement of the first professor of the University of
Vavuniya. Your remarkable contribution towards enhancing the quality of academic programs
to produce competent graduates as well as to steer the institution in the right direction and setting
up benchmarking will always be remembered.

You have proved the real talents and the restless work will reward one day with great success.

Congratulations on your great achievement and your continued success for ever and ever!

By
Dr. (Ms). S. Devaisy

Senior Lecturer Gr II
Department of Bio Science

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/




FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 2022

AHEAD Project

The development of the higher education sector is of central importance to enable Sri Lanka to
make the transition from a lower-middle income country (LMIC) to an upper-middle income
country (UMIC). Recognizing this, the government of Sri Lanka and the World Bank have agreed to
support the higher education sector through a Bank-funded Accelerating Higher Education
Expansion and Development (AHEAD) operation. The Faculty of Applied Science, University of
Vavuniya had submitted a proposal to AHEAD on 28.07.2018. After the submission, the desk
evaluation for the proposal was held on 25.09.2018 followed by site evaluation by AHEAD project
evaluation team of the UGC on 01.11.2018 and 29.11.2018. Finally, after putting all the efforts into
the grant approval, the faculty won a 100 + 20 million grants on 14.01.2019 called Enriching
Teaching, Learning, and Assessment and English Language Skills Enhancement (ELTA-ELSE). Out
of 53 eligible faculties that applied for this grant, FAS was one of the fifteen faculties that have
qualified to receive this fund. Furthermore, under the same program, the Department of Bio Science
also has won another 15 + 03 million funds out of 80 departments applied.

Under this AHEAD grant, Faculty of Applied Science has proposed five key activities namely
enhancing learning activities based on OBE-LCT, empowering industrial interaction & field visits,
developing socio-emotional skills & ethnic cohesion, English language skill enhancement through
computer-assisted language learning and dissemination of knowledge and strengthening research
activities. To carry out this project in a fruitful manner, Dr S. Wijeyamohan was appointed as project
coordinator and each of these activities are subdivided and coordinated by different staff at the
Faculty of Applied Science.

# Activity Sub-activities Activity
coordinator
01 Enhancing learning Mr. T. Jeyamugan
activities based on e Establishing three student-centred laboratories
OBE-LCT

e Developing students’ skills using an interactive
smart lecture hall

e Enhancement of curricula to adopt SLQF and
internationally accepted benchmarks

02 Empowered Dr. S. Wijeyamohan
Industrial interaction e  Establishing a career guidance focal point in
and field visits employment feasible location in Colombo to

enhance internships

e Organising career-based activities (career
fairs/industry University collaborations)

e Establishing field-oriented initiatives

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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03

04

05

06

Developing socio-
emotional and
employable skills,
ethnic cohesion and
creativity among
students through
subject related
activities

English Language
skill ~ enhancement
through computer-
assisted language
learning (CALL)
Strengthening
research and

increasing visibility
to the research
publication and
projects

Strengthening online
Teaching and
Learning Activities

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/

Promoting students’ initiatives to disseminate
knowledge and skills through community
outreach programs (both in and out of the
university)

National and international
collaboration connected to
(workshops, seminars, competitions)

university
mentoring

Enhancing employable skills among the students
through product development and marketing

Developing general IT skills relevant to ELL using
CALL lab

Developing English language skills using
specialised ELL and ELT software 4.3. Training
both the students and the staff in facing national
and international English examinations such as
UTEL and IELTS

Strengthening the research capabilities of
students (and staff) using research laboratories

Facilitating students in organising community
workshop for disseminating their research
findings on  burning community and
environment-related issues

Establishing student centred fully facilitated
manuscript development laboratory

Converting the existing syllabus into sections
that are deliverable online

Training both the students and the staff in using
Learning Management System

Enrichment of existing infrastructure of Learning
Management System (LMS)

Mr. N. Edwin Linosh

Mrs. S. Jeyaseelan

Dr. R. Nagulan

Mr. T. Jeyamugan
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The Story of winning the 100 million, AHEAD
ELTA ELSE DP fund

Winning the 100 million (upgraded to 120 million later) AHEAD ELTA ELSE DP fund was one
of the greatest milestones in the 25 years of Faculty of Applied Science’s history.

The AHEAD fund was announced to us by April 2018 by Dr. Eugen Charles when we were the
Vavuniya Campus of the University of Jaffna. Dr. Charles was the Director of the OTS of the
University of Jaffna. He mentioned that 100 million rupees will be given by the World Bank to a
faculty if a proposal can be submitted to develop it.

Initially, for us, it was an award that was unachievable to compete with the well-developed
faculties in other universities.

However, the Dean Mr. Kuhanesan was optimistic and formed a team that will go to attend a
workshop in Colombo on how to write and submit a winning proposal by mid-June 2018. A
limited number of participants were allowed from each University. From our faculty, Mr.
Kartheeswaran (Prob. Lecturer) and I joined. Mr. S. Thirughanasampanthar joined from the
Faculty of Business Studies. Until we attend the workshop, I was a little skeptical of winning the
award like many others in our faculty. However, Kartheeswaran was showing no sign of
excitement.

After the workshop, I gained a little bit of confidence and at a special meeting in the Faculty, I
mentioned it is doable and elaborated on what was discussed at the workshop. Nevertheless, no
one was ready to accept the task of writing the proposal. Many senior staff members slipped away
mentioning that they have a lot of work but would help if someone write the proposal.

At this juncture, Mr. Kartheeswaran accepted the challenge and said he will write it initially and

requested help to develop it further afterward. When all the senior academics were slipping
away, including myself, my expectations diminished once again. The very reason why many
senior academics withdrew from the task was that there was not enough time to prepare the
proposal. We were given only a month to develop the proposal.

After the meeting, we all retracted back to our routine work. In two weeks' time here comes Mr.

Kartheeswaran with a full proposal. He pulled it single-handedly. He managed to come up with
a promising proposal where the senior academics did not have to struggle to improve it. We the
senior academics again worked up and got involved in developing it further. Just a few minutes
to the deadline on the 11th of July 2018, we successfully submitted the proposal online. Before
submitting we had to get the signatures of many, including the VC from Jaffna. The Dean Mr.
Kuhanesan worked out of the way to get the proposal submitted.
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By mid-October 2018, I received a mail indicating that our proposal was selected for a site visit
and on-site review and discussion. This was another hurdle we cleared. Actually, we surfaced
atop among many other faculties in the country. For the first time, I started to admire the talent
of Mr. Kartheeswaran.

On the 20th of December, I received an email from OMST, giving me the saddest message that
we missed out on the 100 million awards by a few marks. Missing out was sad and by a few
marks was the saddest.

On the 14th of January 2019 another email from AHEAD OMST office - “we are pleased to
announce that the AHEAD Operation will be awarding the following faculties ELTA-ELSE
Faculty DPs”. Among the faculties, Hooray, the Faculty of Applied Science of the University of
Jaffna was one of them. There were no limits to my joy. I did not inform this to anyone but
immediately forwarded the message to Mr. Kartheeswaran. For me, if not for Mr. T.
Kartheeswaran, we wouldn’t have got it, though many worked hard towards winning the award.

A team was formed to implement the proposal.

Activityl: Enhancing learning activities based on OBE-LCT
Coordinator: Dr. T. Kokul and now Mr. T. Jeyamugan

Activity 2: Empowered Industrial interaction and field visits
Coordinator: Dr. S. Wijeyamohan

Activity 3: Developing socio-emotional and employable skills, ethnic cohesion and creativity
among students through subject related activities
Coordinator: Mr. Edwin Linosh

Activity 4: English Language skill enhancement through computer-assisted language learning
(CALL)
Coordinator: Mrs. Subajana Jeyaseelan

Activity 5: Strengthening research and increasing visibility to the research publication and
projects

Coordinator: Dr. R. Nagulan

Dr. S. Wijeyamohan

Coordinator AHEAD ELTA ELSE DP
Faculty of Applied Science.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Activities under AHEAD grant

The Faculty of Applied Science had done numerous activities and unprecedented developments
under AHEAD fund. The AHEAD grant has helped in enriching the facilities of teaching and learning
activities by fostering the equipment for learning and research activities. Through this fund, a
research laboratory was established for the research students and different workspaces were
constructed by the Department of Bio Science for teaching and research activities. The Department
of Bio Science had constructed huts for mushroom cultivation, apiculture and silage production.
The plans were initiated two years ago, but due to unforeseen circumstances it was postponed and
in 2022 it was carried out.

The most recent activities using AHEAD fund are,

e Community project and workshop on Empowering youth for conservation
e  Workshop to train staff for maintaining model wetland

e  Workshop to train students for maintaining model wetland

e Community workshop on laboratory practical for a/l biology students

e Workshop on distance learning for staff

e Smart lecture hall opening

e  Workshop for students on Introducing ell software and facing national and international English
examinations

o The workshop on scientific writing

e Community workshop on ecotourism approach for v/Ayesha Maha Vidyalaya students

e  Workshop on handling hazardous materials and safety measures

e Workshop on current research trends, novel research topics, and accessing scientific articles

o  Workshop on embedded systems

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Mushroom, apiculture and silage production
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Establishment of research laboratories
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Establishment of research laboratories
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Server room and generator facilities
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Establishment of Smart Lecture Hall
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Conducted several workshops under AHEAD project
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Smart lecture hall opening ceremony and other workshops
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Students societies
The Environmental Society (ENSoC)

The Environmental Society (ENSoC) was formed. in 2001 by Dr. K. A. Sri Krishnaraj, who was the
Dean of the Faculty of Applied Science (FAS) The ENSoC is a group of undergraduates at FAS,
passionate about helping our environment, ustainability in the University, and raising
awareness of global environmental issue ch, limate change. ENSoC holds a vision of
“Envisioning sustainable environment” and mission fngage in understanding and responding to
local and global environmental issues”N8ince the dub was initiated, they carried out ample
community activities.

Goals and objectives of the societies:

e The ENSOC aims to create a community that raises awareness about sustainability through
creativity. It has been created with the following objectives;

e To gather and create a better awareness among the undergraduates in terms of environmental-
related issues.

o To outreach and promote environmental science among the public.
To act as a bridging entity to obtain a corporation from the undergraduates at the Faculty of
Applied Science.

e To enhance career developments in undergraduates.
To develop a linkage between the University and the related environmental organisations.

e To collaborate constructively with other organisations and individuals who share the objectives
of the ENSOC.

Recent activities of the club are:

e Tree planting at DS office, Vavuniya

e Dengue awareness programme at Urban Council Vavuniya

o Field visit to Nuraicholai to understand the E-waste disposal and collection
e Nutritional assessment programmes were conducted at primary schools

e PET bottle collection awareness prog

e Translators for shilpa sena exposition at BMICH

° Concept of zero waste awareness programme

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Information Technology and Computing Society (ITCS)

ITCS was initiated in 2014. At the beginning it wasinamed as Information and Communication
Technology and Computing Society (ICTCS),as it wds named based on the ICT degree that was
conducted by the Department of PhysicaliStience. Later, after the BICT degree was changed to BSc

in Information Technology, the name of thi i o.changed into Information Technology and
Computing Society (ITCS). I

Objectives of the societies:

e To provide assistance to improve the quality of the degree course conducted by the Department
of Physical Science, Faculty of Applied Science, Vavuniya Campus.

e To act as a forum in the improvement of relations between IT, Applied Mathematics and
Computing, and Computer Science undergraduates of the Faculty of Applied Science, Vavuniya
Campus.

o To create a better awareness of the activities of IT, Applied Mathematics and Computing, and
Computer Science and its contribution towards the development of the Information Technology
industry in Sri Lanka and among the public.

o To promote the career development of IT, Applied Mathematics and Computing, and Computer
Science graduates.

o To develop a linkage between the university and the Information Technology industry.

To collaborate constructively with other organisations and individuals who share the objectives
of the Society.

Recent activities of the club are:

e Arranged Career Guidance keynote speeches and conducted overnight Hackintra- Hackathon
and sports competitions among the students including other University teams attended from
University of Sabaragamuwa, Trincomalee Campus of EUSL, Faculty of Engineering/ Uo]

e Arranged “Hackintra” session “Twist & Turns” and Esports Championship programme.

e Arranged a training session on Python programming for LetMeHack 2.0 to the students

e Organised a workshop about Server Administration for Fourth Year students conducted by a
Resource person from LEARN

o Conducted three sessions regarding modern web design techniques and latest technologies to
the students of Department of Physical Science, Faculty of Applied Science by alumni of

Department of Physical Science, Faculty of Applied Science.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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IEEE Student Branch (IEEE SB)

The idea of starting the IEEE Student Branch for University of Vavuniya was raised in 2017 on
March 22, in writing to the IEE tIE;E Eﬂr T. Kartheeswaran insisting to start a
petition. However, all the issues nd the request has been justified. The
student activity chair, Mr. Nz ed-with this process and completed the
petition process of the IEEE nﬁt.\ i v-n?m%' t%% ﬁ{egr';?y of Vavuniya as the new and 17th
branch in Sri Lanka. Mr.P. Kovelan was appointed as an interim chair for this process. On 6th of
June 2018, the student branch was approved by region 10 members. The student branch was

established by Mr. T. Kartheeswaran, branch counsellor with 12 student members as the founding
committee.

Recent activities of the branch are:

e Annual general Meeting 2022
e Membership drive to encourage the students to become a member of IEEE student branch

o [EEE for humanity 2.0 - To inspire students to use technological advancements to address
humanitarian problems

e Tree planting under the theme “Say no to carbon”

e Book drive for charity - Collected books from societies and handed them over to the DS office,
Vavuniya.

e Painted bus halt near University of Vavuniya, Pampaimadu premises.

e Made arrangements for drainage around the bus halt because of the inconveniences caused
during rainy days.

e Awareness programme in cybercrime and cyberlaw in Sri Lanka

e Teachers training programme about networking

e Solar eclipse campaign for the public

e Wordpress on the Go - A workshop for students for designing web sites.

o |[EEEXtreme 13.0 - Competition carried out for 24 hours

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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FAS activities for silver jubilee celebration

Silver jubilee committee conducted various community-oriented activities such as awareness
programmes, competitions and planting trees and tournaments for staff and students

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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FAS family corner

Mr. T. Meril Sajithiran Dr. R. Rajavaheinthan Mr. V. Ravi Dr. Sukanyah Devaisy Mr. T. Jeyamugan

( ENS 1998/1999 ) ( AMC 2002/2003 ) ( ENS 2002/2003 ) ( ENS 2002/2003 ) ( AMC 2003/2004 )
Monitoring & Evaluation Software Engineer Environmental Officer Senior Lecturer Senior Lecturer
Officer, CSIAP Project Coupa Software Ceylon Electricity Board University of Vavuniya University of Vavuniya

Ms. R. Sukeshinie Mr. N. Edwin Linosh Ms Sathiyakala Thinesh Mr. N. Suveathan Mr. A Yasothar
( ENS 2003/2004 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 )
Business Process Senior Lecturer Scientific Officer, Principal Ass. Manager, IT
Manager University of Vavuniya Laverty Pathology, VINeeliyamoddai Support
Adidas UK Australia Saraswathy Vidyl. HNB

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Ms. Prateepa Yasothar Ms. Kayathiri Linosh Ms T. Tharsany Dr. M. Kayanan Mr. S. Praveen
( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2004/2005 ) ( AMC 2005/2006 ) ( AMC 2005/2006 )
Asst. Manager, BOC Development Officer, Development Officer, Senior Lecturer Lecturer
District Secretariat Ministry of Women’s University of Vavuniya Technical College
Vavuniya Affairs

Mr. K. Ethayaraj Ms. J. Anoj Nishanthy Mr. G. Mr. K. Muhammad Dr. S. Kirushanth
Naveeendrakumar Rifthy
( AMC 2005/2006 ) ( AMC 2005/2006 ) ( ENS 2005/2006 ) (1CT 2005/2006 ) (1CT 2005/2006 )
Teacher , Government Teacher Senior Lecturer Senior Lecturer Senior Lecturer
school Government school University of Vavuniya ~ South Eastern University University of Vavuniya
of SL

Mr. S. Varun Ms. V. Vahini Ms. K. Sobana Ms. S. Khethika Ms. S. Subaramya
(CS 2006/2007 ) (CS 2006/2007 ) ( ENS 2006/2007 ) (1CT 2006/2007 ) (CS 2007/2008 )
Software Engineer IT support Lecturer, University of Lecturer, Trincomalee Lecturer,University of
NCS, Singapore DBS, Singapore Vavuniya Campus Vavuniya
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Ms. S. Janani Mr. J. Bridman Ms. M.S. Shafana
(1CT 2007/2008 ) (1CT 2007/2008 ) (1CT 2008/2009 )
Deputy Director Zonal Teacher, ICT Lecturer, South Eastern

Education Government School, University of Sri Lanka

Mr. A. Randika Yasith
(1CT 2008/2009 )
Senior Specialist-Cyber
Security
London Stock Exchange

Mr. R. Arjun
(1CT 2008/2009 )
Software engineer

Dowell, Sydney

(CS 2009/2010)
Lecturer

Ms. V. Sharaniya Ms. K. Sefra Sanjika Mr. G. Ketharan

( ENS 2009/2010) (1CT 2009/2010) (1CT 2009/2010)
Lecturer Lecturer ICT Teacher
University of Vavuniya Trincomalee Campus Government School

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/

Ms. T. Thanushya

Trincomalee Campus

2022

Mr. S. Gopinath
(1CT 2008/2009 )
Instructor, University of
Vavuniya

Mr. Ashan Ratnayake
(1CT 2008/2009 )
Lecturer, Uva Wellassa
University

Mr. N. Niloafer Mr. P. Divaagar
(CS 2009/2010) (CS 2009/2010)
Assistant Director Assistant Director

(SLAS) The Open University of
Department of industries Sri Lanka

Mr. A. Thulan Dimuthu

Mr. R. Jayasundara

(AMC 2010/2011) (1CT 2010/2011)
Territory Manager Senior Executive

National Lotteries Board Cyber Security
Dialog Axiata PLC
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Ms. T. Thanujah Mr. Lilan Kularathna Ms. Yahani Ms. A. Fathima Ms. P. Rukshani
Dissanayake Sharfana
(1CT 2010/2011) (1CT 2010/2011) (1CT 2010/2011) (1CT 2011/2012) (1CT 2011/2012)
Assistant Secretary Senior Site Reliability Senior Project Manager Lecturer, SEUSL Lecturer, University of
(SLAS) Engineer Vavuniya

Mr. M. Sathyasoruban Ms. W.A.N. Saranga Ms. T. Rajeetha Ms. S. Venuja Mr. Mohamed Amjath
Kumari
( AMC 2012/2013)) (AMC 2012/2013) (CS2012/2013) (CS 2012/2013)) (1CT 2012/2013)
Teacher, T/T/ Pulmoddai Development Officer Lecturer, Lecturer, Lecturer
Muslim Central College National Audit Office Uwa Wellassa University ~ University of Vavuniya University of Moratuwa

Mr. P.N.R.D.I. Lakpana Ms. Sanduni Mr. M.M.L.M. Mr. P. Vigneshwaran Mr. Prajwal Gajurel
Jayasundara Hicmathullah
(AMC 2013/2014 ) (AMC 2013/2014 ) (ENS 2013/2014) (1CT 2013/2014 ) (1CT 2013/2014 )
Software Engineer Engineer, Business Research Assistant Lecturer ITOps Engineer
Insfra Technologies Intelligence, UK Eastern University Sabaragamuwa Wavenet International
University pvt. Ltd.
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Ms. J. Niroshi Mr. P. Kovelan Mr. Kasun Ratnayake Ms. Subodhi Mr. S. Chathura
Wasalthilake
(CS2013/2014 ) (1CT 2013/2014 ) (ENS 2014/2015) (1CT 2014/2015) (1CT 2014/2015)
Lecturer, Software Engineer Environmental Health Lecturer Software Engineer
University of Vavuniya Axallant Tech Safety Officer Sabaragamuwa HCL Technologies
CEC (pvt).Itd University

N A

Mr. K. Dinith Ms. V. Mathumitha Mr. Kalana Nawarathna ~ Ms. Chinthika Gulawita Ms. Sachini Hansika
Sithunaash
(CS 2015/2016 ) (ICT 2015/2016 ) (ICT 2015/2016 ) (ICT 2015/2016 ) (ICT 2015/2016 )
Intern Software Engineer APAC Systems & Software Engineer Implementation System Support
CodeGen Intl. Support Engineer MIHCM Solution (PVT) Engineer Assistant
Ltd hSenid Business Sol. Stassen Group
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FAS Arts

“My life in university”
Ms. L.R.H.Perera
2017/2018 batch

 LAM-PERERA ]
gorfzer/ex |

“FAS, UOV front view sketch”

Ms. P. Kabisha

2019/2020 batch
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Cornerstone to success

When one is asked,” what do you think the definition of success is and how do you know that you
became successful?” You will most likely get a different answer each and every time. Success comes
in many different definitions and forms and the outcomes of when one feels successful is truly
different in one’s eyes. Success is defined as a favourable or desired outcome and the attainment of
wealth, favour or eminence.

The achievement of desired visions and planned goals is referred to as success. To me, success is
completing a task and thinking that I couldn't have done it better. No one can define success for
you; it is something you must define for yourself. Success may imply a sense of giving back to
society and making a difference. It could imply a sense of accomplishment and career advancement.
Success can also refer to achieving one's goals, such as acquiring wealth, a position, or honours.
Everyone defines success differently. Of course, success is something that everyone strives for, but
it is not something that everyone achieves.

We can achieve success in life with the aid of these keys. They are tactics employed by successful
athletes, businesspeople, and artists. As we work through them, keep our clear vision of a successful
life in front of you. There are numerous strategies for achieving success in life, but the one that
works best for you may depend on your definition of success. To begin, we want to cultivate a
growth mindset, improve our emotional intelligence, cultivate mental toughness, fortify our
willpower, emphasise intrinsic motivations, and promote traits associated with a bright future.

The road to success requires several qualities to be successful everywhere. These characteristics
can range from attending class to going above and beyond the call of duty. The journey taken or
the path chosen determines success. Being prepared also contributes to success. As students, we
must rise to the occasion and chart our own course to success. Several approaches We define
success as maintaining academic integrity, being able to prioritise, and motivating ourselves to stay
on top of what needs to be done. Academic integrity is extremely important.

Hard work leads to success. It is challenging to do difficult work, but it is necessary to make our
lives easier. A hardworking person is always content in life. Hard work leads to success. A person
who works hard achieves a lot in life. To instil in children a sense of hard work, parents or teachers
should tell them stories about successful people in their country. The children should select a role
model for their lives so that they can concentrate on their own. This will motivate them to study
hard and with enthusiasm. For every outcome, there is a lesson that will help define us as a person.
Whether it is big or small, this event can make a change. Whether you fail or succeed, this event
can hone you to become a better version of yourself. Do not stay from where you are, always aim
for growth. Don’t be afraid of stepping out of your comfort zone. Even if you fail. You tried and that
is enough.

Sharanika Sanmugaraja,
2019/2020 batch

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/



FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 2022

FAS shutter clicks

Ms. K. Keerthana

Batch — 2017

Ms. T. Bathusha
Batch - 2017

Ms. R. Nemitha

|

Batch - 2017

-

Ms. P. Himathri
Batch - 2016
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Ms. ]. Sano Nas-hath

Batch - 2017

Ms. M. Kanista

Batch - 2016

Mr. N. Sulaxan

Batch - 2011

T hsubhaad)

Mr. Pasindu Thirangana

Batch - 2017
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Mr. T. Keerthanaram

Batch - 2014

Mr. S. Sabanathan

Batch - 2017

Mr. R. Sibrikhan
Batch - 2018

Ms. M. Sahana
Batch - 2017
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Mr. K. Dinith Sithunaash
Batch - 2015

Ms. L.G.H. Perera sr—
Batch - 2017

Mr. R. Sibrikhan
Batch - 2018
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Reminiscence

Greetings on the Silver Jubilee celebration of the Faculty of Applied Sciences,
University of Vavuniva.

It is with great pleasure that I am sending a message for the 25th Silver
Jubilee of the Faculty of Applied Sciences, University of Vavuniya.

On March 9, 2012, when I went to Vavuniya campus, the hostel was
in Pampaimadu, 11 km from Vavuniya City. There were three lecture
halls in the city of Vavuniya. Went to the Faculty of Applied Sciences,
from hostel to Manner or Settikulam by bus. But most of the time the
bus did not stop after seeing the number of our students.

Anyway, LH1, LH5, ELTU, PSCL1, PSCL2, PSCI3 which are 2km, 3km

away. It is wonderful to think about that life that was walked without even drinking water. When
students in other campuses were striving for their right to education, we were struck by asking
for chairs to sit on, toilet facilities, drinking water, canteens with food to eat, and computer labs.

Now the Faculty of Applied science does not have such problems, instead of the building roof
covered with coconut leaves, there is a modern building, a modern computer laboratory, a
modern hostel, a good canteen, new indoor stadium, outdoor stadium. Instead of dirty water,
clean water is provided by RO-Plant now.

I have been the faculty of applied science Student Union President (2013/14), as a member of the
Student Union (2012/13) and as a member of the Vavuniya campus common union (2013/14).
Those positions are the most valuable things of my university life

When I was the student union president sometimes, I sacrificed my studies to do the best thing
for the sake of the students. Although it is a university that is familiar with the Tamil culture of
various ethnic groups speaking different languages, and most students at that time were Tamil
speakers, they supported me to run the student association, even though I am a Sinhala. I think
the best example of coexistence is Vavuniya University. Furthermore, Vavuniya University can
be introduced as the best place to show that language is not a division, but something that is used
for the convenience of communication, and that language is not relevant to humanity.

With this valuable opportunity I was able to turn the previous stage of the Faculty of Applied
science to the Golden Era with the help of my batch mate, during the president of the Students’
Union. And I'm very glad to memorise the facilities what we offer students such as Drinking
water facilities, New net rooms, New Computer for laboratories, New canteens and also, I like to
mention here that, I have already proposed Air-Conditioning lecture halls & many activities were
done to spread out our campus name to the world with my 2010 Batch. Such as New Year
Function, Pirith Program, A/L, O/L SAWIYA Seminar Program (Sinhala/Tamil medium) Spirit
program & etc.

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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Although we left the campus in 2015, we did everything that we could do for our campus. We
supplied two water filters (RO Plant) recently donated by the National Kidney Fund to
Pampaimadu and Hostel premises, for the use of students in our Campus. And there are no words
to impress my happiness by seeing them using those facilities.

The remarkable and great work of Mr. S.Kuhanesan - Former Dean (Faculty of Applied Sciences),
Mr.K K. Arulvel - Former Rector of the Vavuniya Campus & Dr. T. Mangaleswaran - Vice
chancellor of the University of Vavuniya to get our university to this stage is excellent.

When we celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the Faculty of Applied science, it is unforgettable the great
duties of academic and non-academic staff who gave their fullest effort for the sake, bright future
of students.

There is one thing to say students studying presently in faculty of applied science is, that the past
of this Faculty was not a bed of Roses, we came to this position at present by facing lots of
hardships and difficulties and it is your duty to secure these facilities carefully for the future
generation of University of Vavuniya & faculty of applied science. It is our only wish when we
celebrate the Silver Jubilee. The only hope of I & all my alumni was to see the development day
by day.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to convey my heartiest congratulations once more on this
remarkable moment & I wish the faculty of applied science all the best for the bright future.

Thank You,
Mr. Rasanga Jayasundara,

BSc (Applied Mathematics & Computing)
Former president

Students” Union (2013/2014),

Faculty of Applied Sciences

Today I'm looking back to when I first came to the faculty. And since
then, the faculty has managed to come a long way and thrive. I am
immensely proud that the faculty stood by our side when the tides were
high, and the winds were low.

Congrats on the faculty's 25th Anniversary!

Mr. P.Vigneshwaran

2013/2014 batch
Lecturer (prob)
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
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FAS Archive
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FAS Research activities

Faculty of Applied Science encourage students to involve more in research activities. The faculty
mainly focus on fourth year students and direct them in the proper research field. More than that, in
2020 the initiative was taken to conduct research session annually. The Faculty Annual Research
Session (FARS) was first held in 2020 and continued since then with different themes. The main goal
of FARS relies on inclusion of applied science researches adapting to the latest trends. Furthermore,
another milestone of Faculty of Applied Science is, launching journal in the name Vavuniya Journal
of Science. This is a biannual journal publication. The first issue of volume one was launched in
August 2022. This is an open access journal to its content on the principle of making research freely
available to the public and supports a greater global exchange of knowledge and the publications

are available at https://vau.ac.lk/vjs/.
FARS 2021 15" SEPTEMBER 2021
Call for papers Vavuniya, Sri lanka

Call for papers 04 NOVEMBER 2020
International conference Vavuniya, Sri lanka :
Call for Extended Abstracts

FIRST ANNUAL RESEARCH SESSION 2020 FACULTY ANNUAL RESEARCH SESSION 2021 FARS 2022 - 3r¢ Research Session
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE, VAVUNIYA CAMPUS “SCIENCE FOR BETTER DAWN" &)

UNLOCKING THE LOCKDOWN OF SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGY FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE, VAVUNIYA CAMPUS
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Vavuniya Journal
of Science

Volume 01, Issue 01
August 2022

Faculty of Applied Science ISSN : 2950-7146
University of Vavuniya eISSN : 2950-7154
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FAS Staff

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Dean Dr.(Mrs.)].Nimalan

Assistant Registrar Ms.K.Anusiga

Management Assistant Mr.V.Prasathkumar

DEPARTMENT OF BIO SCIENCE

Head Dr.S.Wijeyamohan

Academic Staff
Prof. (Mrs.)A.Nanthakumaran
Dr.(Mrs.)].Nimalan
Mr.A.E.S.Patrick
Dr.(Mrs.)S.Devaisy
Dr.S.Wijeyamohan
Mr.G.Naveendrakumar
Dr.(Mrs.)M.Piratheepkumar
Mrs.K.Sobana
Mr.K.Arjunan
Ms.H.K.N.Sanjeewani
Mrs.S.Vijitharan
Ms.K.G.S.Madhushani

Non Academic Staff

Technical Officer Mr.S.Poongkannan

Management Assistant Mr.M.Pirapuram

Laboratory Attendant Mr.A.Kamilash

https://fas.vau.ac.lk/
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DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE

Head Dr.S.Kirushanth

Academic Staff
Mr.S.Kuhanesan
Mr.S.Thirukumaran
Mr.B.Yogarajah
Dr.R.Nagulan
Mr.S.S.Suthaharan
Mrs.R.Yasotha
Mr.T.Jeyamugan
Mr.N.Edwin Linosh
Mr.S.Thilaganathan
Dr.S.Kirushanth
Dr.M.Kayanan
Mrs.S.Subaramya
Mrs.A.Ann Sinthusha
Mr.T.Kartheeswaran
Ms.R.Vaishali
Ms.P.Shorubiga
Mr.N.Kajan
Mr.G.Vijayakanthan

Ms.S.Anparasy
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Instructors
Mr.K.Santhanakrishnan
Mr.S.Gopinath
System Engineer Mr.K.Pratheepan
System Analyst Mr.S.Nithiyanandam
Non Academic Staff

Staff Technical Officer Mr.K.Jeyakhoban
Technical Officers Mr.N.Thevarajah
Mr.M.Sutharshan

Management Assistant Ms.P.].Dissanayake

Laboratory Attendants Mr.S.Vinayagamoorthy

Mr.S.L.Reginold

Mr.S.Kodeeswaran
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CELEBRATING OUR LEGACY

25 years of faculty of applied science
University of Vavuniy
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